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Promoting sustainable use of natural resources and
environmental protection by encouraging patterns of
environmental friendly production and consumption

certified by the Vietham Government

Established in 2009 (Decision No. 253/QD-BTNMT of the
Minister of Natural Resources and Environment)

- Governmental ecolabeling scheme (managed by Ministry of

Natural Resources and Environment)
- Type 1 Eco labeling (voluntary, life cycle assessment)



Minister of Natural Resource &Environment (MONRE)
Vietham Environment Administration (VEA)

»Approving Criteria Development Plans
»Promulgating Vietham Green Label criteria
»Granting Certification

»Monitoring the use of Vietham Green Label

Technical Committee (TC) Vietnam Green Label Program Consulting
(formed by VEA-MONRE) Council (VGLPCC)
>Surveying demands and market (formed by MONRE)
»Drafting Criteria »Defining the product/service category
»Assessing technical parts of registration dossiers »Revising draft criteria

¢

Vietham Green Label Office
(formed by MONRE)

»Receiving registration dossier
»Fulfilling logistic for TC and VGLPCC
»Drafting Criteria Development Plans
»Conducting communication activities

»Consulting relevant stakeholders
4
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Office paper

Laptop

Batteries
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Architectural coating products

Powder laundry detergent

Hand dishwashing detergent

Biodegradable plastic shopping bag

Synthetic paper food packaging

Fluorescent lamp

Toner cartridge
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VIETNAM GREEN LABEL CRITERIA

NXVN 07: 2014

OFFICE PAPER

(Issued together with Decision No. 154/ QD-BTNMT
dated January 25, 2014 01 of the Minister of Natural Resources and Environment)

Hanoi - 2014

L Definition, objectives and applicable entities

1. Definition:

Office paper includes various kinds of paper products used for printing,
photocopying, writing and other purp of use as stationery in public buildii
schools and other facturing and trading establish

2. The environmental impacts of office paper:

The environmental impacts of office paper are likely to cause degradation of
ecosystems due to logging as raw materials for paper production; causing air and
water pollution due to emissions of toxic chemicals and nutrients from the
manufacturing process; solid waste generated from the disposal of the product after
use.

3. Objectives:

a) To bl d i h; the
wmpeunvmoﬁbepmduﬂswhﬁedwlﬂlvmum&emhbelmﬂzmnrket,

b) To reduce the impacts on the forest ecosystems due to exploitation of natural
forests for paper production;

¢) To reduce water pollution caused by elmslom of toxic chemicals and

nutrients into the aquatic envi in the paper prods process;
d) To save natural resources through increase of recycling and reusing paper.
4. Applicable entities:
Office paper mentioned as prescribed in this section.
1L Interpretation of terms
FSCmﬁmm(FmSmdsthma])lsgxmwdwwoodmdfm
which satisfy the requi related ity, social, and

mc criteria. This kind of cemﬁcmon is offered by FSC accredited certification
agencies.
1L Vietnam Green Label Criteria for office paper
1. Raw materials for paper production
Atlmtso%ofﬂwrswmnzml(wood,bmboo etc) for the paper production

process must origi from that are periodically allowed to exploit and
wummmmmcfampmmmdnmmmemmfm
area; or pap raw iginate from FSC certified forests.

2. Paper production process:

2.1. Comply with national technical regulations on emissions and envi 1
protection.

2.2. Do not use the following chemicals:
2.2.1. The bleach containing halogen or chlorine gas;
1

2.2.2. The non — ion surfactants APEO (alkylphenol ethoxylates) and their salts
for removing ink from paper (in recycling paper);

2.2.3. The pi; and dyes ining: 4-aminodij ;b
4-chl. R0 2. _". l- » . 1 Py S Y o+ 4-
chloroaniling; 2,4 — diaminioanisole; 44 — diaminodiphenylmethane; 33 —
3 — dimethoxybenzidine; 3,3 — dimethylbenzidine; 33 -
dimethyl-; 4.4 diaminodiphenylmeth p—cmndmc 44 me1hylene~bls-(2-
chloroaniline); 44-ox|d1anilme 4 4-thiodi: |Ime,
2,4-diaminotol 2,4, 5-trimethylaniline; gt 5

heavy
lead (Pb), chromium

metals such as copper (Cu) luding copper phthal
(Cr), cadmium (Cd), nickel (Ni) and aluminum (Al).

2.2.4. The surface coating of the paper containing acrylamide.

2.2.5. The chemicals in the List of chemicals banned from import and export,
under the Decision No. 5/2006/QD-BCN dated April 7, 2006 of the Ministry of
Industry and the Decision No. 40/2006/QD-BCN dated December 1, 2006 of the
Ministry of Industry.

2.2.6. The chemicals in the List of chemicals banned as prescribed by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment.

2.2.7. The chemicals are likely to cause cancer that listed in the List of
chﬂnlealsofﬁwﬁrmmlderoupZAasprmibedbylARC(seemehstof

Is following the link: h iphs. iarc. fr/ENG/Classification/).

2.3 The following chemicals used do not exceed:

23.1. The amount of EDTA (ethylene diamine tetraacetic acid), DTPA
(diethylene triamine pentaacetic acid) used do not exceed 2.5 kg over one ton of pulp.

2.3.2. The surfactants used for removing ink from paper (in recycling paper)
are 100% biodegradable.

2.3.3. The pi and dyes ining metals with ions do not
exceed the prescribed limits: For Ag: 100 ppm; for As: 50 ppm; for Ba: 100 ppm;
for Cd: 20 ppm; for Co: 500 ppm; for Cr: 100 ppm; for Cu: 250 ppm; for Fe: 2500
ppm; for Hg: 4 ppm, for Mn: 1000 ppm, for Ni: 200 ppm, for Pb: 100 ppm, for Se: 20
ppm, for Sb: 50 ppm; for Sn: 250 ppm, for Zn: 1500 ppm.
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Example of Vietham Green Label Certificate

BO TAINGUYEN VA MOI TRUONG MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT
TONG CLUC MOITRUONG VIETNAM ENVIRONMENTADMINISTRATION

0@

CHUNG NHAN
CERTIFICATF

SAN PHAM DAT TIEU CHI NHAN XANH VIET NAM
VIETNAM GREEN LABEL
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By mail

Applying

Yes
Yes

A 4

5 days
20 days

IIIIIIIIIII

No
No

5 days

By mail
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(01) Registration form

One of three:

* (01) Original copy of the Report on Environmental Protection Activities

* (01) Certified-true copy of a valid certificate of conformity with the
national standard of TCVN ISO 14001

* (01) Certified-true copy of a certificate of conformity with the
international standard of ISO 14001: 2004

(01) Assessment Report of products in compliance with Vietnam Green
Label criteria

(01) Certified-true copy of the certificate of registration of product label

(01) Photocopy or drawing of industrial design of product

13
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\ Certificate of environmental friendly y

plastic bag

 Law on Environmental Protection Tax:

— Impose envi. protection tax on gasoline, D.
O, F.O, coal, HCFC, plastic bag (about 2. 1
5 USD/kg), etc.

— Environmental friendly plastic bag- no E.P
rax

16
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regulate the criteria, procedures and process to certify the

Environmental Friendly Plastic Bag

mﬁm TQos GO  AvapoNGHA

&
20N
4

PO L AN PHAT PLASTIC
%’Wm@c 5 Tii ti hy sinh hoc
TUINILONG ALTA
i:gg‘:fz SP 009.13 SP 004.14 SP 003.15 SP 003.16 SP 001.17 SP 001.18
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Criteria

- The plastic bag have thickness > 30 micrometer + colle
ction and recycling plan

Or

The biodegradable plastic bag: 60% biodegradation in
two years;

-Limits of heavy metal concentration in plastic bag;
-Company’s compliance with environmental regulation;

18



Procedures and Process

- Art. 9: Lab. conditions and Test method:

+ Test methods according to national or international
standards;

+ Lab. Conditions: ISO/IEC 17025 or national
recognition for plastic test.

- Art. 10: List of registration documents
- Art. 12: Evaluation Process of Registration documents
- Art. 13: Certification Procedure

- The Certification can be renewal or withdrawal according to
the Art. 14, 15

19



BO TAINGUYEN VAA MOITRUGNG  CONG HOA XA HQI CHU NGHIA VIET NAM
TONG CUC MOI TRUONG Déjc 1ap - Tu do - Hanh phic

; . GIAY CHUNG NHAN .
TUI NI LONG THAN THIEN VOI MOI TRUONG

S6: /CN-TCMT

Cin ctr Nghi dinh s6 36/2017/ND-CP ngay 04 thang 4 nim 2017 cua
Chinh phu quy dinh chitc ning, nhiém vu, quyén han va co ciu t6 chirc cia
B0 Tai nguyén va Moi truong;

Cin cir Quyét dinh s6 15/2018/QB-TTg ngay 12 thang 3 nim 2018 cua
Thu tuéng Chinh phit quy dinh chirc niang, nhiém vu, quyén han va co ciu
té chire cua Téng cuc Méi truong truc thuoc Bo Tai nguyén va Moi truong;

Cin cir Thong tu sé 07/2012/TT-BTNMT ngay 04 thang 7 nam 2012
cua B truong Bo Tai nguyén va Méi truong quy dinh tiéu chi, trinh tu,
thu tuc cong nhan thi ni 16ng than thién voi moéi truong;

Xét d& nghi cua Vu truéng Vu Quan ly Chét luong Méi truong,
TONG CUC TRUONG TONG CUC MOI TRUONG GIA HAN:
Gidy chimg nhan tii ni 16ng than thién véi méi truong cho san phim
“TUI NI LONG OPEC” ciia Céng ty C6 phan Nhya OPEC (M3 sb doanh
nghiép: 0104160054; Dia chi co s& san xuit: L6 s6 16, duong 206, khu A,
Khu Céng nghiép Phé Néi A, xa Dinh Du, huyén Van Lam, tinh Hung
Yén); san pham thi khong in va thi c6 in mau (ty 1¢ in khong qua 35% dién

tich mit ngoai tai), ma sé SP 005.18 va nhan hiéu kém theo dudi day.

Gidy chting nhan nay c6 hiéu luc 36 thang ké tir ngay ky.

Cong ty C(fphdﬁ Nhya OPEC thang

Ha Noi, ngay

KT. TONG CUC TRUONG
PHO TONG CUC TRUONG

Derc Prastics

SP 005.18

Hoang Vin Thirc

nam 2018

20

\NH |
+B L

Ny 44;,‘

WS,

2\N
y
N
4
3 n

N
% Gree®

- 46 products from 41 companies
are certified the environmental

friendly plastic bag.

- The products are consumed in
Vietnam and exported to some
other countries.

- List of products are upload on
VEA website

http://vea.gov.vn/vn/vanbanphapq
uy/thutuchanhchinhcong/tuinilonth
anthienmoitruong/Pages/default.a
SpX
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 Limited public awareness

« Modest market demand for ecolabel pro
ducts

e |ncentive and tax policies do not work
properly In practice

* Lack of business sector’'s interest and p
articipation

 Lack of criteria for ecolabel products an
d services
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Recent trend in Vietnam: Concept of “green growth” and “sustainable

consumption and production” has slowly introduced to governmental
policies and regulations

» Prime Minister’s Decision No. 1393/QD-TTg approving Vietnam
Green Growth Strategy (2012)

Main tasks:

« Promoting ecolabelling and public communicating on environmental-
friendly products.

» Studying to promulgate regulations on green public expenditure,

including investment expenditure and recurrent expenditure of the state
budget must prioritize the procurement and use of eco-labeled good

S, goods capable of recycling.

22
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Recent trend in Vietnam: Concept of “green growth” and “sustainable

consumption and production” has slowly introduced to governmental
policies and regulations

» Prime Minister’s Decision No. 76/QD-TTg approving National

Action Plan on Sustainable Consumption and Production by 2020,
with a vision to 2030

Main tasks:

Assessing market potential and the ability to supply environmentally friendly products
of export enterprises of Vietnam; carrying out researches on export opportunities and
participation in global value chains for key export products of Vietham when these
key export products are certified with Vietnam Green Label, energy-saving label.

Supporting trading promotion, market access for products certified with Vietnam
Green Label, energy-saving label and others.

Continuing to implement Viet Nam Green Label Program, certification of
energy-saving label and other eco-labels; promoting the evaluation and certification
of environmental friendly products and services.

23
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Law on
Procurement

N0.43/2013/QH13

Decree No
63/2014/ND-CP
guiding the

implementation of

Law on

Procurement

4 )

Law on
Environmental
Protection
No. 55/2014/QH13

= /
/ Decree No. \

19/2015/ND-CP
guiding the
implementation of
Law on
Environmental

\ Protection /

24




Law on
Environmental
Protection

N0.55/2014/QH13

1. Agencies, organizations, family households or individuals
shall be responsible for producing and consuming eco-friendly.

products and services

Article 44

2. The Head of state budget-funded institutions shall bear their
responsibility for preferring eco-friendly products and services

under regulations

3. The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment shall
direct and cooperate with communication agencies in

performing the advertisement and promotion activities for such
eco-friendly products and services

25



Decree 19/2015/ND-CP guiding the implementation of
Law on Environmental Protection 2014

L4

4 )

Article 47

1.The Heads of state budget - funded agencies and units are responsible for putting a
high priority on public procurement of the kinds of product specified in Clause 12 and
Clause 13 of Appendix Il of this Decree.

The Ministry of Finance shall take lead and coordinate with the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment in developing the regulations on public procurement of
environmentally friendly products as specified in this paragraph.

2. Organizations and individuals shall give priority to purchase of environmentally friendly
products under the guideline of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment

\ J

A4

rAPPENDIX [II: LIST OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACTIVITIES ELIGIBLE FOR\
INCENTIVES AND SUPPORTS

12. Production of environmentally friendly products certified with the Vietham Green
Label by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment; recycled and disposed
| waste products that certified by the authorized state management agency

J
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Ministry of Natural
Resources and
Environment

Ministry of Finance

Department of Public
Assets Management @ Vietnam Environmen
I\/\;I t Administration

LA\
N

Drafting Circular on procurement of environmentally
friendly goods and products using the State Budget

27
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Steps to select tenderers and evaluate bids for public procurement:

**Preparation of selection (development of awarding criteria and establishment o
f the evaluation council)

ssTenderers evaluation
s»Evaluate the bidding documents, proposals and negotiate the contract
s*Submit, evaluate, approve, and publish the results of tenderers’ selection

**Finalize and sign the goods/service provision contract

Main criteria for evaluating the bidding documents:
*s»EXxperience and capacity assessment;

s Technical criteria (quality, service performance,...)
ssFinancial criteria

“*Social and environmental criteria are not listed as the main criteria for evaluat
ing the tenderers. No obligation for public procurers to integrate them into publi

C procurement procedures
28



* Law on Procurement (overarching legal framework for implementing public
procurement in Vietnam) does not promulgate sustainable aspects (economic,
social, environment) in procurement

s Most significant influenced governmental bodies on the implementation of
GPP

v" Ministry of Finance (MOF)

v Ministry of Investment and Planning (MPI),

v Ministry of Industry and Trade (MOIT)

v Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment (MONRE)

29



1
|

= - FNH v,
*‘ = s > £x
N

3\“'””4 |
y
@
"o& - N,,\\’/
A g

A
% Gree™

1. Ministry of Finance (MOF)

= |ssue Ministerial Circular to guide the implementation of the Law on
Procurement regulating detailed procedures, processes and norms

» Instruct all agencies to implement the current public procurement procedure

= Audit the procurement activities

2. Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI)

= [ssue Ministerial Circular to guide the implementation of the Law on
Procurement regulating detailed procedures, processes and norms

= Comprehensive State management of all procurement activities nationwide,
including public procurement

= Department of Procurement Management (DPM):

v Public procurement monitoring and reporting

v’ Training on public procurement management and implementation

30
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3. Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment (MONRE)

= Performing State management functions in the fields of natural resources
and environment protection. The

= Vietnam Environment Administration (VEA)

v' Responsible for environment protection activities at national level

v' Management of the Vietham Green Label Program

v' Leading governmental agency for sustainable public procurement
4. Ministry of Industry and Trade (MOIT)

= Performing state management functions in the fields of 12 industrial sectors
and 11 trading areas

= Leading governmental agency to promote sustainable consumption and
production in Vietnam

= Management of the Vietnam Energy Efficiency Label
31
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Low enforcement of legal frameworks and
insufficient coordination between relevant

public bodies

Gap between Law on Procurement and
Law on Environmental Protection.

Low awareness and capacity on how to
integrate green criteria into public
procurement

32



Revise and update the
legal framework

Capacity building

Communication and awareness raising

Market engagement

International cooperation

33



Way forward

Revise and update the legal
framework

Promoting the issuance of Circular on procurement of
environmentally friendly goods and products using
State Budget

Propose new articles for Law on Procurement and Decree
63/2014/ND-CP

Environmental criteria are listed as the main criteria for
evaluating the tenderer

Development of new Circular on Implementing GPP

34



QQ
Vil

Capacity building

Prepare guidelines for implementing the regulation on
public procurement of environmentally friendly product

Develop the guideline to use the Vietnam Green Label
in GPP

Communication and training for enterprises on Vietnam
Ecolabels

Organize and implement GPP and eco-label courses for
procurement officials of central agencies, State-owned
enterprises, and provincial authorities

35




Communication and awareness

Enhance the communication and awareness raising activities in
governmental agencies, State-owned enterprises and provincial
authorities on the availability, mechanism and importance of
Vietnam Ecolabels and GPP

Organize communication events targeted at enterprises to
promote them participate in Vietham Ecolabels Program

Organize workshops to share the international experience with
respect to GPP and eco-labelling practices

_ _ ) Newspaper/
Website Online platform Mass media leaflets/brochures

36




Way forward

Business engagement

Involve business sectors in developing and updating criter
ia for ecolabel products and services

Organize trade promotion events for manufacturers to introduce
environmentally friendly products and services to the public and
potential buyers

Develop the instruction to bidders, goods and service
providers to develop bidding documents for GPP

37



Way foward

International cooperation

Participate in international ecolabelling network/associatio
n

Enhance cooperation between Vietham Green Label Program
and other national ecolabel programs

Mutual Recognition Agreement between Vietnam Green
Label Program and other ecolabelling programs

38



